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tN7H£ MOUNTAINOUS BALKANS THE CHETNIK FORCES OF YUGOSLAVIA'S GENERAL MIKHAfLQ 
WAGE FIERCE GUERILLA WAR ON THE NAZIS, TO THEIR AID COMBS THE BLUE 
THE FORMIDABLE FIGHTJNG MACHINE OF CAPTAfN BILL. DUNN AND BOOMERANG 
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In a ferocious attempt to drive the Yugo- 
slav PATRIOTS FROM THEIR STRONGHOLDSJHE 
NA2JS ATTACK WITH FLAME THROWERS, 
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- . WE MUST HELP MiKHA ILOVfTCH. 
HIS GUERILLAS HAVE HtLLEE> 
THOUSANDS OFA/AZ/S.-. 
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TRACER* amp 

I'VE JUST TALKEO 
TO PUNN AND 
JONES PRIVATELY! 
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From its hipden hangar th£ 
bios tracer tahbs off. 
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GO 




YVGQ SLAV/A 
HE&E WE: 
COME ' 







■ ii ■ ■ i tt rTft i . T ^i, < tf g ^ »^ 



-2Z&- 



■5£ ^~ 




" • " 



re 



PAGE 28 



ATA NAZI LISTENING POST, 



ONLY 
ONE 
MOTOR MAH£S THAT 
NOISE -/T'S THE 

BLUE TRACER/ 
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** NOT/ FY THE 
LUFTWAFFE TO 
INTERCEPT THE 
&WE TRACER AT 
ALL COSTS - IT'S 
HEftQ/NG TOWARDS 
YUGOSLAV/ A / 




HANG ON- WE RE 1 L OOK AT THOSE 
GOING THROUGH f J MESSERSOiMtTTS 

SWARMIM& UPf 







On A MOUNTAIN ROAD THE 
CHETN/KS DRAG OFF A r 
TARPAUL/N. ~ 
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THE NAZIS HA VE US K WHERE IS 
SURROUNDED AND \THAT 7 
OU TNUMBERED. ONL Y } THERE 
A BOLE? THRUST AT J ISN'T A 
THE GERMAN HEAD'} MlNUtE 
QUARTERS WftL - A TO LOSE / 



' ITS RIGHT ON THEOTHERSfDE 
OF THAT MOUNTAIN f BUT IT IS 
SUICIDE TO SCALE THOSE 
DIZZY HEIGHTS FULL OF 
NAZf ALP/A/E TROOPS/ 
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IF IT'S NOT WORTH Y A TUNNEL * 

G ^Tt^F^I l V^ p ossmLB- 

* NONSENSE! 



NOT THE WAY 

WE DO IT / 
ASSEMBLE A 
RAIDING FORCE 
BY THE 

mountain/ 



Set for action the blue tracer 
roars outof/ts cave, 
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NOW- PREPARE TO 
D/VB f iVE (SOT THE 
MOUNTAIN iN MY 

TELE VJ3Q S/GH TS / 





Folding trs telescopic 

V&fNGS THE BWE TRACER DfV€§ 
ItkE A HUGE SCREAMING SHEL 1 1 




TH/S /S THE 
SUPREME TEST 
EITHER WE GO 
THROUGH OP WE 
SCA T?ER OURSEL V£S 
OVER THE mLRANSf 



BULLETS GO 
THROUGH 
OBTEC TS 
SO CAN 
WE ■/ 
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THE INDOMtTA&LE MACHINE SMASHES fNTO 
THE MOUAJTA/WS CORE .' i 
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Oa/ THE A/AZ/ SIDE OF THE MQVMTAiM. 




The CHETMIK GUER/LLAS SWARM 
THROUGH THE TUNNEL E?U& BY 
THE BLUE TRACER / 
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BILL HATCH „#**/ 



"TfflS b cm ef these storiau 
•*■ of bravery and cool ability 
that come out of the war rones 
frequently, but which get little 
acclaim or publicity Sometime*, 
of Bourse they make the -• ■ 
Baa, depending upon whether 
there 'is a correspondent is 'he 
area. 

There vat one on hand when 
rhe adventure I'm about to relate 
took : i - It ■-«■ Bill Hatch, 
of the Examiner Bill -»* s new 
recruit on the front line* and he 

• ii retting a big bene, out of 
the whole thin*. Getting good 
ropy for hta paper, too. 

Our sector had moved up near 
Port Moresby. wh»eh is in Nrw 
Guinea in ca»e you're wondering. 
The Jap* had been hen mermg 
the dickens out of everything for 
day*, but there had come one of 
thooe lull* which happen in al! 
htttlem. We figured that it mm 
time to make our move, »o we 
-n- making rt Infantry, srtil 
iery. gun ere*/*, big trucks, every- 
thing. Included in this outfit m 

• huge truck which earned three 
collapsed barrage balloons, and 
the necessary equipment 10 inflate 
them We intended running them 
up to keep tome of the Jap dive 
bo*nlwr» from retting to" r|n»*. 

We took up a position about 
ten miles from Port Moresby, 
right st the edge of the drn*e 
jungle which roveri this ftire 
island But •' hsd no more ihsn 
bedded down the first night in 
camp than the Japs came sfter 
us. bombing and strsfing Ou' 
ack-ack fire blasted fise of the 
enemy out of the sky. but they 
did us a lot of damage, one of 
their bombs blowing up a truck- 
load of ammo 

We figured ------ that our 

firs! night would be free of 
trouble. Well, »» wouldn't be 
caught napping again! 

Toe next day *t dug gun em. 
placements, trertehes. and stretch- 
ed barbed wire. W« got the three 
barrage baJlouusj 



the ground and the charging ap- 
paratus in operutHie. Hydrogen 
gaa is dangerous stuff. We astfV 
extremely careful near that in- 
flating * ■ ■•■ 

Bill Hatch -rote a floes of 

eopy for his paper and said he 

ng " take a stroll 



• si gomi 
"Wher. 



re vou goto". Stupid*" I 
railed I «■** on >-•■ ff — Hi 
terms wtrh htm. "Don't sou know 
the Jap* Hi out there in the 
wood* look")' for simple souls 
like .ou?" 

Someoo* romm*ni*d or the 
fart thai Bi!' mif*' mlj t* 
tsking s big chan-"*- tre'pitng in- 
to the jungle at MfBa — pf r*C9 
during thi> da* 

Sergeant Jnrw. «a,H Bill COtfW 
well take care of himself, snd 
there the matter end*d 

I had Keen nacCfl for several 
hours when a terrnSc uproar 
broke out in camp A machtne 
gun began CasMcrhag *rd v/y-»l 
rtftea spoke TVtre »»re yells I 
rolled out of my * .-> and **w 
a flare yhirrimerinf high in the 
*k>. I wondered whether if was 

stuff going up v ihtf (he 
could gel a Iwad on wlsOtfte 
w«s bothering nu- night's rest, 
I didn't wait in »u»pr>*» long, 
A squsd of our men came ;nto 
the compound rsmmi s str«rh- 
er On th* stretch*" -s« B ! 
Hatch, and he w.. bad!. b*n I 
could see that at a glarv 

"What's th* matter »ith htm?" 
I asked om of the stretcher 
bearers. 

"Three machine gun shags 
through his cheat, that's all." re- 
plied the man Think he's breath- 
ing his last " 

Poor old Bill! 1 went with him 
to the medical lent and waited 
tensely while the Doc probed. 
There were three holes, sfl right. 
but two of them were high, bare!* 
niching Mi's right ring The 
other hole was through the left 
shoulder, also high 

"Hew . t.' i.-j w r*U 



through*" I asked the rieje. 

He nodded "Onlv one thing 
I'm sfrsid of — pneumonia." tb* 
d-v said. That'll be bad for 
h.m" 

Well. Bill didn't pea* out. He 
w». | tough Irttle jack. And aw 
d'dn't know for da*a that he wa« 
a doomed man Bil! was one of 
t>. S«t naturrd gu*» 1 ever rar- 
tnto. and he eertatnh wasn't on* 
to «pill hss troubles to his pals 
TV fact it, none of us knew s 
th-ng about Bill's past. He was 
reticent on the •uhfect and no- 
hod* probed him 

We moved up another ten mile* 
the day that Bill was able to 
get about under hrs own power. 
He was aching for action, as h* 
put it; wanted to get some copy 
off to hi* pupr 

"How the Seek car 1 get copy 
if we're going to hibernate in 
this jungle?" he wanted to know 
of the captain 

"Yowl! get all the action you 
want in (he nest few days, lad." 
th» captain told him "We're 
rsmvtng up ae near to Port More*. 
h* i* we can get. You'lt get your 
yeast about action. Bill. 

B:!l gnmwd "Lead on. Mac- 
Duff'"' he crocked 

Strangely »o«ugh. w* wereei'i 
bofJaSTM whit* « w»re on the 
rr-«T-h toward Port Moresby. I 
d«-i t know whv. hut the Jap* 
»"**oed 1o purposely lay off u* 
|l - ■• a emen th*v knew our 

A* I thmk about the thing 
•ou 1 recall that Bill had a 
m-'Sf^ curroMti shout the thr»e 
bs'raswfc oa! loon* He quite often 
* bag truck that haul- 
ed uuntn But I didn't notice hi* 
o--- • ■»■-■ («r fr* gii hac* so much 
■j ■ •■-- it happened. 

That nvoye to Port M-re*bv 
**« something to wr«e hosne 
about. There are mr-quitoea in 
ISrw Gumea a* hsg a* oxeu, and 
snake* are thirh kj dks, -^e> 
moTas*e». Two of fho *-■ wore 
btttn s»d ruffcrsd .^toWraMy 



■ -it n*tther of the brtes waa 

•i! We bog g ed dnwn in a alrmy 

r-KVMI of Miap MPtfa M 1 hav* 

arear seen, and lost on* of the 

• '. iiffjifi gun carriage* 
Then suddenlv w» were In Um 

ha of a terrible bunch of bet- 

• Without warning the Jap* be- 
.jti pouring a deadly Art upon 

• — end th*rr waae't moch cover. 
'!•• west mil in the ••imp*, and 

-— • au f«U ho prieticallv 

■ vappeerfd in ■ far minute*. It 
-aoat eateksend. out eosnethuta 
i ciandly on a oar with iL 1 
iM stung in the left upper arm 
with I hit or shrspnet It didn't 

mf, hut 1 knew lhai poiaon de- 
"lofed quickly in each region*. 
Bill Hatch w«e m hi» element. 
1 neeer sew a guy ao enraptur- 
ed— if roe can uee that word — 
trv a haul*. The little aeons 
-a* i bora soldier, a* be proved 
'Sot day and night. 

WV» daylight Ml gone, the 
--tri slacked oB a bit. be* 

-.-ni time* a Bore went up and 
-hey toaocd booths mto out midoL 
We tried our beat to draw bock 
not of range of their shellfire, 
*-jt the; were no to us, and they 
gas* ■» holy beck that night. 

When dawn come, the enemy 
•tad moved ahead, and for that 
-* were all thankful. But aaj 
knew we were m for a terrible 

The next three day* were a 
rrightmarr of horror. I ha*e never 
•een fiercer fighting than both 

• idea pot op. The casualties were 
terrific, especially on the Jap 
•tie. hecaoae they were forced 
:o fight more in the opes; we 
wrnrbew managed to retain the 
tcroen of the denser jungle- 
All nSts time that little cues. 

Bill Hatch, kept going like a 
demon. I lefl yon he waa erary 
•»th the bottle .pint. He for- 
got all about writing; he timply 
•oidiered, like no other soldier 
m the regianent. He we* cepacia I- 
1» interested in boring hand 
rrenades, and I tads* ha meet 
"are heaved at knot a hunts-la 1 
-•ring those three day* The fan 
ny part of it in. nsoot of thesa 
toak t hoaey toll of the way. 

Oar peofresa toward Port of tK 

■ il| H tlMnsa aWu to a I: 
*n*eT . -rroL hot a* I laajil In mm* 
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enter a few mikjs each day, losing 
many men while aaj moved 

Look, this all sounds rather dt*. 
couragiag lot the khaki-clad lad*. 
bat let me tell yon it wot not a 
a m ained bottle Of coarse. <*e 
hod no way of knowing how many 
men the Japs lost TV newspapers 
later carried the fantastic story 
that an had loot over ten t h oeiand 
men. to the Japs' two thousand. 
But thai ia S ksajaajaa g propa- 
ganda 

We were approaching the odpe 
of the jangle; in a few more 
miles we would be m open ter- 
rain, then there would b* no 
protect toa. 

At four o'dock in the after- 
noon we broke from the jangle 
under intense fire. The Japs were 
using flame throwers and it seem- 
ed that they had a million tanks 
•11 heading our way. They mast 
have netaembered as three to 
« ■ -. and their mechanised equip- 
ment was breath-taking. Bat • - -- 
how we odsenoed. slowly, at 
frightful cost to life, bat we ad- 
vancad. That is the American 
uhsn. 

I don't know how we stacked 
up in fighting planes, bat the Japs 
had the heavens filled with Mil 
euta and other type* of their not* 
to-be-sneered -at bottle aUnee I 
saw some a mating dog-fight* that 
day. And asm thing else. I had 
heard a lot about the Jap*' 
satcide taciiee, but I had never 
pat much cr edence in it. I chang- 
ed my mind that hectic afternoon. 
On one occasion especially : An 
Ameri ca n oOton tank was far m 
advance of the rest of the regi- 
ment. The Japs had been shell- 
ing it like mad. but aomehow it 
went on. Then I saw a Jap air- 
man come ecTseming down to- 
ward that crawling monster and. 
without trying to pull as*, dived 
hat plane Into the tank There 
waa nothing left bat a hole hi 
the ground big enough ta bery 
the Woolworth Budding. 

Nurhtfall brought , lull V t 
made ceana la the open and went 
to rate* fagged oat. We got tha 
■area barrage halloone ap. hop- 
ing ther waald d ieaourtg* aome 
of the Jap atrial etuf 

It was hast et_dewu that tV 




the fog with the din if battle 
blasting our eardrums. Then »t 
knew the reason: the Japs had 
received reinforcement*— an en- 
lire division, our Intelligence staff 
warned. We were doomed' Half 
oar men were killed or wounded. 
We couldn't stand any more. 

Then they were upon as. They 
beat us back a good quarter-mile 
from the point where the barrage 
balloons awayed in the breeze. 
Bill Hatch had disappeared. I 
thought he most have been that. 
Yet I had seen him the night 
before. 

The Japs were conce n t rated in 
the immediate area of the bar- 
rage balloon* Then luddcaly, 
when it looked a* if we woaid 
be wiped out. an American fight- 
ing plane came screaming down 
oat of the skies. I saw the figure 
of the pilot and three men all 
parachuting earthward. But the 
plane came on. boring straight 
down toward the barrage bal- 
loons. 

It was o*er in a flash The 
plane crashed into one of the 
halloone There was a mighty de- 
tonation, and the world blew op. 

1 don 'I know bow many Japs 
were wiped out, bat the figure 
must have b*ea (rightful Then wt 
teamed the truth: Bill Hatch had 
gone ap in that plane and, at 
gun point, forced the pilot and 
crew u> bail oat- The real you 
know. 

And that, friends, ia one of 
the ftoriea of bravery and cool 
■ana that coma out of the war 
areas frequently, bat which pet 
little aaelaiea or publicity. 
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